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During my 27 years of
homeschooling, nothing has
contributed more to our sta-
bility and success than the
McGuffey Readers.

‘While I am a great believer
in delight-directed learning,
there has to be a balance. Children need to

have tools in their hands in order to read and

find information. Then they need to be able to
communicate what they are learning so they
can apply it and share it for the benefit of oth-
ers.

The McGuffey’s make it all so easy. They are
graduated and systematic. They are interesting
and engaging. They are excellent and challeng-
ing.

They are especially helpful for struggling read-
ers and work wonderfully with an intense phon-
ics training program.

As a learner progresses, the complexity of sen-
tence structure, excellent vocabulary, and ex-
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ceptional subject matter make these readers the
perfect tool for preparation for college and life-long
learning.

There are so many ways these can be used, since
they are open-ended and adaptable to almost any
learning style or situation.

Personally, I have had great success using these
readers with the approaches suggested by Charlotte
Mason:

. Copywork
. Narration
. Dictation

One of the cheapest ways I found to do this has
been to grab a 50 cent composition book for each
child. For beginning readers, I have plotted out spe-
cific places for each category, using a highlighter to
help them with penmanship. For the middle-range
readers, I have numbered
and made spaces for each
requirement. Older chil-
dren who are learning
mostly on their own have
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been given a list of requirements
that they have been responsible
for completing on their own.

‘While this method has been af-
fordable and effective, 1t has al-
so been time-consuming and la-
bor-intensive, especially consid-
ering all of the other demands
on my time.

This is why it occurred to me to create a series of
notebooking pages which would streamline the pro-
cess and make prep time shorter. Of course, after I
had gone to all the trouble creating everything for
my own family, I just knew I had to share it with
others.

So, here are the pages I created so you can use
them for your own children! I am including pages
for each stage in the McGuffey learning process.
There are areas on these pages for copywork, nar-
ration, and dictation.

In keeping with Mason’s ideas that younger learn-
ers should not be frustrated with written narration,
I have included spaces for drawings instead. A

MOMDELIGHTS.COM 4



learner can either draw directly on the page in the
space provided, or can draw on a separate index
card (either standard or large) and glue it in the
proper place.

These are not meant to be workbook pages where
there is only one “correct” answer and the learner
becomes a slave to “fill in the blanks.” While chil-
dren need structure, they also need to have the
room to express the ideas and skills they are gath-
ering as they see fit.

This encourages individual expression and creative
thinking. It also helps keep children engaged and
enthused as they make each lesson their own.

Don’t use McGuffey’s?

These pages could easily work with almost any
reader, or with any novel, short story, or poetry
selection, for that matter.

Keeping Track

I actually currently have five children using the
McGuffey’s, all at different levels. This means I
need to have some system in place so in order to
minimize confusion and streamline my preparation
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process.

First of all, I have printed and copied multiple pag-
es for each level and placed them behind dividers
in a two-inch, three-ring binder.

For another thing, I have put these sheets together
in lessons and then placed them in the individual
binders which I keep for each child. In this way I
don't have to try and search and assemble pages
every time.

It is my prayer you will find these a great blessing!
Please note:

I created these pages with ink conservation in
mind. That is why the colors are primarily pink
and blue, since the yellow color is the one that is
used the most and runs out first. I have also in-
cluded pages in grayscale to make it easier to print
them out using only black ink, which is usually the
larger cartridge in a typical printer.

One could conceivably print out a set of sheets and
then take them to an office store and have them
copied to make it easier on the budget.
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Here is a page you can
print out and use for the
spine of a three-ring
binder.
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Here is a gallery of examples
to help explain further.

This set was completed by our beginning reader.
As you can see she is very creative and loves
drawing outside the lines! She is the one who

calls the red area “lava.”
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These pages were done by my miracle reader. Six
months ago she was feeling shut down and help-
less, and her younger sister seemed to be ahead
of her, which made 1t worse. But we worked and
worked, and now she is feeling really pumped!
She absolutely loves these sheets.
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These pages were done by a child who is pretty
independent reader, but is a little shaky on
spelling and grammar. She also loves, loves to
draw!
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The advanced girls filled in these pages. These
are avid readers and writers who have heen us-
ing the McGuffey’s for seven years. You will
notice there are no longer any drawings on
these pages.

MOMDELIGHTS.COM 11



Dictation

Narrative Drawing

sky

lava

First Pages

These pages are for those who are just
starting out.

Provided are lines which are colored to aid
in the proper placement of the parts of let-
ters, as in the example on the left.

The blocks are tailored according to the
needs of the first lessons in the McGuffey’s
Pictorial Primer (original edition—the
brown ones).

Along with the lined areas, there are also
numerous areas for doodles and drawings,
something my children greatly appreciate!
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Dictation
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Second Pages

These pages are for those who might be reading
OK, but they need a little help writing properly.

Provided are lines which are colored blue to aid in
the placement of the parts of letters, as in the ex-
ample on the left.

I Iike to hand write the words from each lesson,
on the left for right-handed learners, on the right
for left-handed learners.

The blocks are tailored according to the needs of
the lessons in the McGuffey’s First Reader.

Along with the lined areas, there are also numer-
ous areas for doodles and drawings.
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Third Pages

Word Doodles

These pages are for those who are reading and writing pretty well,
but they still need some prompting.

I like to hand-write the words from each lesson on the left for right-

handed learners, and on the right for left-handed learners (see exam-

ple below).

The blocks are tailored according to the needs of the lessons in the
latter part of the McGuffey’s First Reader and the first lessons in
the McGuffey's Second Reader.

Along with the lined areas, there are also numerous areas for doo-
dles and drawings, although less than for the earlier pages

anything

everything

anyThing

weather

everything

handle

wedather

handle
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Word Doodles
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Narration
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Fourth Pages

Here are some pages for learners who are capable of tackling les-
sons independently.

Included are places for doodles on one page, and more spaces for
sentences on the next. These can be used however necessary.

There is still room for a picture narration, but this page can be sub-
stituted with a more full narration page from the fifth set.
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Definitions
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Fifth Pages

These pages are for those who are operating at a high school level.
The work is done independently and without doodles or drawings.

Of course, if necessary, one could add in a page or two from the
fourth pages set as well.

The definitions page was inserted for those who have gone into the

sixth (revised) reader which does not include a words list with each
lesson.
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Word Doodles

MOMDELIGHTS.COM 17



Title: #

Name‘ Date:

Words

Word Doodles
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Name: Date:

Copywork

Narrative Drawing
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Date:

Dictation

MOMDELIGHTS.COM 21




Title:

Name:

Date:

Dictation

MOMDELIGHTS.COM 22




Title:

Name:

Words

© 00 N O O b WO N =

T O e O O e ¢
Bcooo\loucn.hoaw-xo

MOMDELIGHTS.COM 23




Title:

Name:

Words

© 00 N O O o WO N =

-
o

A
A

-
N

-
w

-
H

-
O

-
o

-
-

=
o)

-
©

S

MOMDELIGHTS.COM 24




Title:

Name:

Words

2 EBRBIBBIRBRRE

8§ 88188 KRYR

MOMDELIGHTS.COM 25




Title:

Name:

Words

3

8

=

S 8894 8ERLR

MOMDELIGHTS.COM 26




Title: #
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Lesson Doodles

Sentences
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