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What is a writing experience?

If you are interested in writing as an experience, there is something you need
to keep in mind:

Writing is
speaking on
paper.

And as it is speaking on paper, we can consider it is part of the larger category
of "communication." So, when we write, we are communicating. 

"But what do you mean by 'communicating'?" I hear you asking. 

One could say it means you are trying to get ideas that are in your head across
to someone who can't hear what you are thinking, and in a way that is clear
and concise. 

For instance, I might be thinking about having a cool glass of lemonade,
lightly sweetened, with two ice cubes. If I wish to have my daughter fix one up
and bring it to me, I will need to be specific. If I just say "Drink!" to her, she
may not know how to respond. She might even go and get a drink for herself!

But if I use my skills of grammar, description, and etiquete (saying "please" is
a great way to encourage someone to help you), I should have much better
results.  

Let's say you have no interest in writing stories or poetry or blog posts (which
are actually essays). Without fail, you are still going to need some written
communication skills, even if it's only composing an intelligible  email to a
doctor or a family photographer. Of course, you could neglect this area of
your life and just wing it when you must, but have you ever been on the
receiving end of one of these "communications"? That photographer you hire
may think he's meeting you outside at the zoo  when you are really wanting to
be photographed inside the aviary, and the difference in lighting and
equipment could cost both of you time and money. Or what if the description
of an ailment you are experiencing causes your doctor to give you all the
wrong advice (and wrong medicines--eek!). 

Needless to say, competent writing is essential for both kindness and
survival. 

This "Robins" course is just a trifle of what it takes to be a really competent
writer, so that's why we are calling it an "experience." We are going to be
sampling some informational writing, akin to essays, but just enough to dip
your toes in. 
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What is a writing experience?

First of all, let's look at some basic, direct informational writing, this time
about a bird other than a robin:

Cardinalidae (often referred to as the "cardinal-grosbeaks" or simply the
"cardinals") is a family of New World-endemic passerine birds that consists
of cardinals, grosbeaks, and buntings. It also includes several birds such as

the tanager-like Piranga and the warbler-like Granatellus. As such,
membership of this group is not easily defined by a single or even a set of

physical characteristics, but instead by molecular work. In general they are
medium to large songbirds with stout features, some with large heavy bills.

Members of this group are beloved for their brilliant red, yellow, or blue
plumages seen in many of the breeding males in this family. Most species are

monogamous breeders that nest in open-cup nests, with many taking turn
incubating the nest and taking care of their young. Most are arboreal species

though the dickcissel is a ground-dwelling prairie bird.
 

Source:  Wikipedia
 

Lots of significant information is crammed into these few words, and this may
be important for someone writing a paper, or even as a quick reference for an
ornithologist who wants to classify a bird he is observing. This is what we may
refer to as "technical writing."  Other examples of this are the directions for
applying glue or assembling a set of shelves. We appreciate this type of
writing because it is practical and helpful. Some people actually thrive on
producing this type of communication, as it can be a real challenge to
formulate words which accurately describe actions that need to be taken so
you don't glue your bookshelves to your cat!

Of course, this is only one type of writing. There are many others, most of
which are useful for our "human" side.  For example, we not only like to know
what genus a bird (such as a cardinal) fits into, we like to know what a person
thinks when he sees one, or what their songs are like, or what sorts of
emotions being in the presence of one can revive. 

Be like the bird that, 
passing on her flight awhile on boughs too slight,
 feels them give way beneath her, and yet sings, 

knowing that she hath wings.
 

Victor Hugo
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Argumentative

Expository

Narrative

Descriptive

What is a writing experience?

But I think there's a third category in-between these two. In this type of
communication we give out technical information, but in a way that is also
engaging and interesting.  No matter the purpose, most of what we read and
write can be called:

The Essay.

Actually, essays can do more than relay important, technical information.
They can also relay events (narrative essay) or attempt to convince someone
to adopt a certain opinion, etc. Here are the four main essay types:

Convinces

Informs

Tells a story

Describes

On the following pages you will find an essay about Robins written by Anna
Botsford Comstock in her Handbook of Nature Study.

We will be using this as our example for study. 

Have you ever heard of Benjamin Franklin? If you haven't already, his
autobiography is quite entertaining. Franklin was an excellent writer, penning
numerous newspaper articles and books. In the account of his life, he relates
how he taught himself to write by reading an example of writing and then
attempting to replicate it. 

We will be mimicking his method.
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Instructions to the instructor.
Habits of robins in the winter and spring.
Physical characteristics of robins.
Sounds of robins.
Actions of robins.
Nest building of robins.
Robins care of their young.
Other facts about robins.

As you read through the Comstock sample, please notice the arrangement of
the information. First of all, each paragraph has a specific theme, as follows:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Next, notice how these paragraphs are arranged in a way that makes sense,
and how one flows into another naturally. 

In the spirit of Ben Franklin, we are going to break down each paragraph and
then rewrite the entire essay (in portions) in our own words. 

The first step is to carefully read each paragraph and write down the main
points in the order you find them. Then, when you have completed this task,
use a notepad to rewrite the paragraphs (without copying the originals). If you
can, try and put it in your own words and style, if not, just keep to the original. 

When you're done, take your paragraphs and put them in order on the pages
provided. 

What is a writing experience?

Benjamin Franklin loved to read. When he was young, he
borrowed books from anyone who would lend them. He read
about all kinds of subjects. Franklin also wanted to write, but
he didn't know how. He only had two years of school, so he
taught himself. He found stories that he liked and rewrote

them. Some he rewrote from memory. Others he turned into
poetry and then rewrote back into stories. Sometimes he took

notes on a story, then mixed up his notes and tried to put
them back in the correct order.

Americaslibrary.gov
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Warm Ups

What is a writing experience?

As a way to warm up before writing. Pick a page and do a little of the
exercise--you don't have to finish the whole thing, just diddle a little
bit.
As a way to break "writer's block." When your mind is wondering and
you know you need to make progress but you can't write another
word--that's another excuse to diddle.
To round out this study of robins. Who doesn't like robins? Enjoy
learning all the facets of their appearance, and the appearance of one
of their nests with eggs.
To explore the difference between poetry and prose. Why not extend
your writing skills even further?

These are important to the writing experience. They serve the following
purposes:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Of course, no experience could be complete without some scripture, so
here is one to copy. Look it up in context and think about what is being
said:

Then the LORD answered me and said: 
“Write the vision 

And make it plain on tablets, 
That he may run who reads it.

Habakkuk 2:2
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Handbook of Nature Study
This is an excerpt about Robins taken from the book
written by Anna Botsford Comstock and published by
Cornell University

Read each portion carefully and
write the important as bullet
points in the spaces provided.

What do Robins do in Winter and Spring?

Physical Characteristics of Robins

Sounds of Robins

MomDelights.com

6



Actions of Robins

Nest Building of Robins

Robins Care for Their Young
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Other Facts About Robins
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Robins
Habits and Physical
Characteristics of 
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Robins
and their young
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Here are some light things to do
when you need a warm up or you get
"stuck." 

Warmups
and diddles

This is a page from an old reader.
Read the poem and rewrite it in
prose form below. (If you don't
know what "prose" means, you
can ask someone who knows or
look it up.)
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Coloring
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Words
lists

Spend some time observing robins.
As you are watching them, think of
some words that would describe
them. You can use a thesaurus,
either one online or a physical one,
to help. 

adjectives

adverbs

Use your word lists to compose a
Haiku (three lines with a pattern of
five syllables, seven syllables, and
five syllables) or a simple rhyming
poem. You'll want to use some
scribble paper until you get it right,
then use the next page to write your
final draft down. 
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Use the grid to
draw the nest
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Use the grid to
draw the bird
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